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Secretary of State Bruce McPherson Asks Court to Determine What 
Version of the Redistricting Initiative to Place on the Ballot 

Chief Elections Official Seeks Swift Judicial Decision to Fulfill Constitutional Duties 
 
 
Sacramento – Secretary of State Bruce McPherson today announced that he has filed for 
declaratory relief seeking guidance from the court to make a determination on which 
version of the text of the redistricting initiative, Proposition 77, should be placed on the 
November 8 Special Statewide Election ballot.  The suit was filed in Sacramento Superior 
Court. 
 
“The people of California have a right to vote on qualified measures.  Whatever the court 
decides, I will implement without reservation,” said Secretary McPherson.  “This 
proposition as well as the other seven qualified measures is important as they affect 
people’s daily lives.  And I am asking the court to resolve this issue as quickly as possible 
so that voters are given the chance to decide.” 
 
Under California law, once the Secretary of State has received petitions certified by 
county elections officials as having been signed by the requisite number of voters, the 
petition is deemed to qualify and the Secretary of State shall issue a “certificate” to that 
effect to all local elections officials.  This is not discretionary.   
 
The Secretary of State has the constitutional duty to present to the voters the measures 
that have qualified to appear on the ballot by the signatures of the people.  The requisite 
number of California voters has signed petitions asking that Proposition 77 be placed on 
the ballot in the form shown on the petitions.  Without a court order directing him to do 
otherwise, Secretary McPherson has a constitutional duty to place on the ballot the 
version of the initiative that was included on the petitions, read and signed by more than 
950,000 California voters. 
 
The timing of the court’s decision is critical.  As required by California law, qualified 
initiatives on the November 8 ballot must be on display for public viewing for 20 days 
beginning July 26 and ending August 15.  It is imperative that the court rule in advance of 
July 26 so that the Secretary of State has direction regarding the public display of 
Proposition 77. 
 
“My responsibilities in this matter are purely ministerial,” said Secretary McPherson.  “I 
have tight deadlines to meet and I am asking for an immediate resolution from the court 
so I can do my job on behalf of the voters.” 
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